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FI (8) Work Step 
 
Conduct appropriate investigative steps to test a sample of contracts and trace these contracts 
to bidding documentation to verify that appropriate bidding processes took place, if 
appropriate.  
 
Related Allegation 
 
VCA (7) – No Board approval of bidding and/or no Board action to approve one award and 
rescind another.  
 
Results of Testing 
 
Contract Approval Requirements 
California Public Contract Code (PCC) 20111 gives the governing Board of school districts the 
authority to let any contracts involving expenditures for public projects of $15,000 or more to 
the lowest responsible bidder.400 The “Contracts” section of the District’s Board Policy 3312 
Business and Noninstructional Operation, in accordance with California Education Code 17604, 
states that ”the Board may, by a majority vote, delegate this power to the Superintendent or 
designee. To be valid or to constitute an enforceable obligation against the District, all contracts 
must be approved and/or ratified by the Board.” Therefore, all contracts must be approved or 
ratified by the Board. Furthermore, the “Expenditures And Purchases” section of the District’s 
Administrative Regulation 3300 Business and Noninstructional Operation states that Board 
action requires for “all bids received [to be] listed by bidder and the amount of the bid, and 
submitted to the Board for approval prior to letting of the contract. The Board, by separate 
action, lets the bid to the lowest responsible bidder.” 
 
The District adopted and follows the California Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act 
(CUPCAA) which raises and simplifies informal quote thresholds and expedites bidding processes 
for construction contracts. Therefore contract approval thresholds for the District are as follows: 
 
Table 59

Professional Services Contract Below $50,000 District Delegated Authority Yes 

Professional Services Contract Above $50,000 Board Approval Inherent in Board Approval 














